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NORTH WEST EDUCATIONAL TOUR 
KUNUNURRA MANGO AND BANANA GROWERS 

COST OF THE WEST AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPER IN NORTH OF THE STATE 
DERBY 

TOURIST EDUCATION 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.48 pm]:  During the winter break I was fortunate to go on what I will 
call a north west educational.  As a country person, I thought I knew a lot about the country regions of Western 
Australia.  However, I soon realised how ignorant I was about the north of this State.  I acknowledge the help 
and encouragement that I received from various members of the House to go to the north west of this State, in 
particular Hon Kim Chance, Hon John Ford and Hon John Fischer.  I also acknowledge the hospitality that I 
received in Carnarvon from Mr Rod Sweetman, MLA.  

Hon John Fischer:  It is a wonder you came back! 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Yes!  Without exception, I was very well received by every person whom I met, 
particularly when they realised that I had an interest in the north of this State.  They made the comment to me, 
and I hope some members will take it on board, that it is very rare for a politician from the south to be interested 
in what goes on in the north of the State.  They were generally well satisfied with the political representation that 
they were receiving, but they were concerned about what seemed to be the general ignorance of the rest of us 
about what is happening in the north.  

I will highlight a few things.  In Kununurra I met with a number of people, including Mrs Jill Parker, who is very 
involved in the mango and banana growers association.  The mango growers in that area are making a huge 
effort to try to promote their product.  It is interesting to note that in Europe apparently there is a fruit that is 
called a European mango.  A very small group of people with their little samples of the Australian fruit walked 
the streets in Britain and France, and around the shopping centres in those countries.  People were staggered by 
this wonderful fruit.  It was a different colour from the white European mango, and it was soft and flavoursome.  
The group initially met resistance from supermarkets.  However, once the manager or a particular supermarket - 
one of a large chain of supermarkets - had tried a piece of this fruit and allowed these people to present the 
product on the shop floor, they were swamped with people demanding more.  This group had taken over a few 
cases of mangos and the total thing was sold in something like 10 minutes.  That just shows that if there were 
some financial help for these self-help organisations - there is some help but more needs to be given - it would 
make a huge difference to similar groups in that part of our State.   

I met with a number of people on my trip, and my visits to the research stations at Kununurra and Carnarvon 
were most interesting.  Hon John Fischer had spoken to me about Spike Dessert, who has a plantation and runs 
the Hoochery.  Of course, the mention of the Hoochery inspired me to visit the place, which I did, and Spike was 
very generous with his hospitality.  He showed me around his business outside the Hoochery, which involves the 
growing of seed for commercial vegetable growing etc.  He was a most interesting man.   

I was disturbed when I found out that the price of newspapers was not standard across Western Australia.  In 
Kununurra, The West Australian costs $1.95.  It is an example of how a lot of us do not know what happens in 
these areas.  The result of this is that very few people in that area buy that newspaper.  I also found that very few 
people in that area actually spoke of Western Australia.  They felt that we did not have a lot of interest in them, 
and they quite obviously did not have a lot of interest in us.  Most of their children who go to university go to 
Queensland.  We need to do something positive to make these people feel that they are Western Australians.  I 
am sure efforts are made, but they are not really getting far.  However, I will not speak at length on this topic 
because of the limited time available.  The newspaper company subsidises the freight of delivering its paper up 
north, but it is not enough to bring down its cost so that people will buy it.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Trying to get the newspapers there in the same week would be useful too.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I think they are flown to Port Hedland, which is fine.  However, the cost of flying them 
on from Port Hedland without the jet service is just out of this world.  I realise it is a problem, and the more we 
reduce the price of the newspaper, the more people will buy it.  However, that is just part of being Western 
Australian and part of decentralisation.   

I spent a very interesting time with an Aboriginal elder from Fitzroy Crossing called Mary Aiken, a very 
interesting and well-known lady in those parts.  She highlighted to me the Government’s push to ease back on 
the hospital in Derby and to expand the hospital in Broome.  She said that for the Aboriginal people from 
Fitzroy, whom she referred to as her people, Broome was a no-go area.  If we wish to maintain and encourage 
the use of hospital services by Aboriginals from that area, those services will need to be provided in Derby.   
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I met with the Derby Progress Association, which largely involves people who have gone there to live since the 
decline of Derby; therefore, they do not have that rather pessimistic view about Derby that previously existed.  
They are optimistic.  They want things done, and they are trying to get things into Derby such as a jet service.  
At the moment, most tourist activities in that area, apart from Cable Beach in Broome, involve areas to the north 
and east of Derby, and the tourists are flying to those areas from Broome.  If we could get a jet service into 
Derby, these people would rightly access the archipelago and horizontal waterfalls etc from Derby.  Derby 
tourism, unfortunately, goes to Broome.  That is fortunate for Broome but not for Derby. 

There is one very important issue.  A truck driver of 25 years experience in the cattle industry in the Kimberley 
decided for some reason - he did not know why - to take a different route to a particular station.  He had not been 
on that track for a number of years.  He came across some German tourists who had hired a four-wheel-drive 
vehicle and had run out of fuel.  He said that the track was so seldom used that they were just lucky he came 
along.  We need regulations, great encouragement or something to get hire companies to educate people who 
hire their vehicles.  For example, those tourists did not know that the vehicle had a reserve fuel tank.  They had 
not run out of fuel, but they had not been told about the reserve tank.   

An opposition member interjected. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  They do not have vehicles with reserve tanks in Europe because they do not need them.  
Members can laugh, but with all due respect it is a serious business.  These people had gone in the wrong 
direction, did not have proper maps, did not have auxiliary water and were 500 kilometres from where they 
thought they were.  They had not had water for three days.  They were absolutely lucky.  I am not being critical, 
but I believe that highlights the need to learn from these experiences and ensure that something is done.  About 
30 per cent of tourists in the Kimberley are from Germany - at least, that is the figure that was given to me.  
European tourists love that area and we must cater for their safety needs a bit better than we do now.   

I would like to go on for a long time and there are lots of people I should thank, but perhaps there will be another 
opportunity another evening.   
 


